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Why Are Wetlands Important?

We now understand the importance of keeping
natural wetland systems healthy. Montana’s remaining
wetlands comprise less than 1% of our total land area.

Though they are small in number, their benefits
are many. Wetlands: /. Soak up large volumes of
water and gradually release
it to adjacent streams or
water bodies during low
flow periods

/ Recharge wells and aquifers
by holding water long
enough to allow it to
percolate into underlying
soil

/. Support vegetation that
acts as a flood buffer and
stabilizes the shoreline
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/. Enhance water quality by absorbing sediments,
toxins and nutrients

/ Decompose organic matter and incorporate
nutrients back into the food chain

/' Provide habitat for millions of birds, mammals,
reptiles, fish and
E amphibians
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“  Protect habitat for
threatened and
endangered species (in Montana, 39 percent of
endangered species are found in or are dependent
on wetlands)
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Do You Have A Wetland?

Do you have a place on your land where you watch
ducks or where your tractor seems to always get stuck? If
S0, you could have a wetland! In wetlands, water is often
on or near the surface all or part of the year; the soil is
poorly drained and may look gray; and water-tolerant
plants such as cottonwoods, willows, cattails, rushes, and
sedges may be present. Still, identifying wetlands can be
challenging.

What To Look For...?

Generally, three clues are present:

& hydric soils:
“wet” soils that
are poorly drained
and develop
certain soil
characteristics
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& wetland
hydrology:
water at or near
the land surface,
all or part of the
year
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¢ hydrophytes:
“water-
loving” plants
adapt-ed to
life in wet
soils
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If It's A Wetland,
It's Wet - Right?
Well, Not Exactly.
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seasons, a wetland
may actually be dry.
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How Can You
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By fall, the wetland may no

A Wetland? longer be wet.

If you think your land contains a wetland, check
with a wetland specialist. These folks work for agencies
like the Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) and the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) while
others are private consultants. Be sure to accompany
this person so you can understand exactly where the
wetland is and what its characteristics are. The
specialist can also give you the names of people you
need to contact about projects that might affect the
wetland. Most land management practices, building
projects, and other actions that occur in or near
wetlands require state and/or federal permits.
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